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They sent thither Ksme Stuart, who obtained
recognition as Earl of Lennox and established
himself in the favour of the king, but the people
were now thoroughly Protestant, and he soon
quarrelled with the General Assembly. By the
Raid of Ruthven his opponents secured the person
of James, and put an end to the influence of
Lennox (1582).

Meanwhile, two Jesuits, Campion and Parsons,
had arrived in England, and in conjunction with
the Spanish ambassador prepared a fresh plot.
There was to be a general Catholic rising in favour
of Mary, which was to be supported by both France
and Spain. But while Philip hesitated, one of the
conspirators, named Throgmorton, was arrested, and
all the details of the scheme were known. The chief
result of the plot was the rupture of diplomatic
relations with Spain by the dismissal of the
ambassador. Shortly afterwards the assassination
of William the Silent by a fanatical priest, alarmed
all England and increased the already existing
apprehension as to the safety of the queen's life.
The majority of Englishmen, however much they
might have desired even the deposition of Elizabeth,
shrank from the idea of murdering her, and the chief
men of both parties united in signing the " Bond
of Association," declaring that they would protect
her life by every means in their power and oppose
to the death the succession of any one in whose
favour an assassination was perpetrated (1584),
And while the murder of the Prince of Orange
served in England to increase the popularity and
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